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The Earth-Centered Solar System satisfied
A Deeply grounded human need to feel 
“special”; hence the shattering effect of
Galileo’s discovery. 
The reluctance to give up an exalted placeThe reluctance to give up an  exalted place 
in the universe has stayed with us and will
soon face its severest test.soo ace ts se e est test

Christiaan Huygens included some 
interesting remarks about this conflict in a 
surprisingly prescient and charming book 
called COSMOTHEORIS published in 1685 Icalled COSMOTHEORIS, published in 1685.  I 
will quote some of his comments as we go 
along.g



The Center of the Known UniverseThe Center of the Known Universe



Observing JupiterObserving Jupiter



There were two stars on the eastern….There were two stars on the eastern 
side and one to the west. The most 
easterly star and the western one y
appeared larger than the other. I paid no 
attention to the distances between them 

d J it f t th t t I th htand Jupiter, for at the outset I thought 
them to be fixed stars, as I have said. But 
returning to the same investigation onreturning to the same investigation on 
January eight -- led by what, I do not know 
-- I found a very different arrangement. y g
The three starlets were now all to the west 
of Jupiter, closer together, and at equal 
i t l f thintervals from one another . . . …

















SO WHERE ARE WE IN THE COSMOS?SO WHERE ARE WE IN THE COSMOS?



The greatest challenge to our egocentrism is 
probably waiting for us somewhere in the p y g
depths of space: other advanced civilizations 
on other worldson other worlds.  

Huygens speculated on this probability using 
Galileo’s stunning discovery for support.Galileo s stunning discovery for support.



d h d d i k i fGod had no design to make an enumeration of 
all his works.  Under the general name of stars 

llor Earth are understood all the heavenly 
bodies, even the little gentleman around 
Jupiter.   So why must all those beings, which 
God has been pleased to place on these 
bodies, be excluded?

‐Huygens, 1695





But would even contact bring global 
humility?y

W ld it h b h i ?Would it change our behavior?









THE END








